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Victory of women's power. The idea of worship led by women is '"Mother's Puja, By
Mothers'...

In India, a matriarchal society once thrived, and Durga Puja has an eternal connection with the
worship and celebration of women's power. The Mahakali Mahila Welfare Association in
Mumbai is reviving this tradition with 'Ananya Nari Durgapuja’, a festival completely run by
women. Inspired by the mantra 'Mayer Pooja, Mayeder Diye', or Mother's worship by mothers,

this grand ceremony has been successfully completed for the second consecutive year since
2024.

Durga Puja is a gala event in cities like Kolkata, Delhi, and Mumbai, but 'Ananya Nari
Durgapuja' stands out. This unique celebration is a symbolic protest against the exploitation and
oppression of women in patriarchal society. The women of the Mahakali Caves area are at the
forefront of the association, performing all functions related to the Puja and rituals, including
distribution of Bhog/Prasada, coordination, management, and entertainment. The idea of
"Worship the Mother by the mothers' aims to bring women to the leading role. The festival is a
rare example of women's empowerment in Western India, and its success is a significant
milestone. As the women of MM WA to organize and participate in 'Ananya Nari Durgapuja’,
they are not only celebrating Durga Puja but also reclaiming their rightful place in society. This
celebration is a powerful statement and a tribute to the eternal connection between Durga Puja
and women's power.

The concept of 'Ananya,' one of the 108 names of Goddess Durga, embodies the triumph of
sunshine over darkness, good over evil and truth over untruth. The Mahakali Mahila Welfare
Association, comprising working women, artists, musicians, painters, and housewives, united to
bring about change into the autumn festival 'Sharadotsava'.

Although our association is relatively new and primarily run by housewives, the team's spirit,
sincerity, and courage were evident in the organization of the second year's Durga Puja
celebration. Despite limited resources, the women organizers, along with their male counterparts
and young associates, worked tirelessly to make the event a success. The festival featured a mix
of local and professional artists from Kolkata and Mumbai, providing opportunities for budding
talents to develop and potentially perform on larger stages in the future.

This year's festival was forecast to be affected by heavy rainfall, but the association's meticulous
arrangements and venue selection ensured a smooth execution. The puja rituals, cultural
activities, decoration, and hospitality all reflected a genuine effort to create a welcoming
atmosphere. While unintentional errors may have occurred, the association's dedication and
sincerity are worthy of appreciation. As we look to the future, we appeal to everyone to support
and join us in our endeavors, excusing any mistakes and standing with us in the days to come.
The "Worship the Mother by the mothers' initiative has sparked a new era of women's
empowerment, and we are committed to continuing this journey

Pallab Chatterjee




Mahakali Mahila Welfare Association, Mumbai

From The President's Desk:

Celebrating Women's Empowerment through Durgotsav, Lakshmi and Saraswati Puja

It fills my heart with boundless joy to express the news of another successful celebration,
the second time in succession, of the Sharadiya Durgotsav (Worshiping Ceremony of Goddess
Durga) organized in the Blossom's Lawn, Mahakali Caves Road of Andheri East, Mumbai- by none
other than our own Mahakali Mahila Welfare Association (MMWA). As described in the Hindu
mythology, when all the gods together could not defeat or expel Mahishasura the demon king from
heaven he captured, they called upon Goddess Durga, the originator of eternal power to control the
demon. Devi with weapons held on her ten hands, riding on a lion showed her warfare skill and
divine power to kill Mahishasura. On the great and unique theme of 'Mother's Puja, by Mothers' - it
was a colorful event of rituals to arouse women's power, to achieve victory of good over evil
forces, our all-ladies team of Mumbai Mahakali area has been leading and organizing the Puja
ceremony for last two years since 2024 at this venue close to the archaeological site of Mahakali
Caves.

On this occasion and all the forthcoming activities of this association, I greet and welcome
all devotees and well-wishers, pray to stay along and enjoy all the events together. We have
worshiped Lakshmi, the Goddess of wealth and prosperity and also going to celebrate Vasant
Panchami to worship Saraswati, the Goddess of Knowledge. Thanks to all for joining hands with
us.

Warm regards,
Sumitra Banerjee

President, Durgotsav Committee
Mahakali Mahila Welfare Association, Mumbai.
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Mahakali Mahila Welfare Association, Mumbai

Secretary's Column:

Celebrating Women's Empowerment through Durgotsav, Lakshmi and Saraswati Puja

It is a proud moment for us at the Mahakali Mahila Welfare Association, Andheri East,
Mumbai, to announce that our all-women team has once again led from the front to make the
celebrations of Durgotsav and Lakshmi Puja a grand success for the second consecutive year since
2024. This initiative, themed 'Mother's Puja By Mothers,' is particularly significant in a world where
women often face suppression, humiliation, and torture. Our goal was to elevate women's power
through prayer and to seek the blessings of Aadi-shakti Mahamaya, the original divine force embodied
by Goddess Durga, who represents strength and creativity in all forms.

We are grateful for the support of everyone involved in this meaningful endeavor, and we look
forward to continuing our mission of empowerment and celebration of womanhood.

We are also delighted to celebrate Saraswati Puja this year on the occasion of Vasant Panchami,
this morning, January 23, 2026, at Blossom's Lawn, Mahakali Caves Road, Andheri East, Mumbai
400093.

I warmly welcome all of you to join us in worshiping Saraswati, the Goddess of knowledge,
skill, and wisdom. I kindly request your continued support and collaboration to enrich and strengthen
our team in future programs, events, and activities.

Thank you for being a part of this special occasion.

Warm regards,

Shipra Saha
Secretary, Durgotsav Committee
Mahakali Mahila Welfare Association
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LAKSHMI PUJA - 2025

Great Moments And Wonderful Pictures Captured
By The C 025
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Mahakali Mahila Welfare Association,
Mumbai - 2026

The organization extends its heartfelt thanks and
appreciation to all participants, sponsors,
and guests whose contributions led to the

remarkable success of the events.

Thank you...
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Weth Best Compliments and wishes to

Mahakali Mahila Welfare Association, Mumbai

From
Kundan Jewelers




Weth Geot Compliments and wishes to
Mahakali Mahila Welfare Association, Mumbai

From
Culati Sweets
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Weth Beot Compliments and wishes to
Mahakali Mahila Welfare Association, Mumbai
From
Pocut Marine
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Steria India

Wishes Everyone':a

Happy Durga Aoja

One of the most comprehensive portfolios of offerings

£5.8 billion >50,000

2024 Revenue Employees

Sopra Steria India

The world is how we shape it.
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